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PROPERTY LAW CONFERENCE

“The only constant is change.” 

Our theme for this year’s conference is “reaching new heights”, and it will be a time to share 
ideas and challenges:

• Get up to speed with the latest changes to the law and property law practice

• Meet and exchange ideas with your colleagues

• Hear and see a great line up of topics and speakers 

There has been more change in property practice in the past five years than the previous 
20 years combined. The additional and unexpected “change” of Covid-19 created even 
more challenges and opportunities for lateral thinking. Unfortunately, it also prevented 
us from hosting the biennial Property Law Conference in 2020. At the time of writing this 
introduction, we have just come out of the February Alert Level 3 for Auckland. I am hopeful 
that, Covid alert levels permitting, we can proceed with an updated programme in May 
2021. 

The synergy gained from sharing and exchanging ideas on a face-to-face basis with 
colleagues is invaluable. Get to hear the latest issues and trends, ask questions and share 
ideas in the break-out sessions. This cross-fertilisation and collegiality extends to the lunch 
and tea break outs, expertly catered at our world-class venue, Te Papa Tongarewa. These 
fantastic opportunities are typically reserved for conferences.  

The dedicated organising committee has spent many hours selecting the most relevant 
topics and engaging, knowledgeable presenters. Please take the time to review the session 
topics and impressive two-day schedule. I’m sure you will find plenty to entice you!

 2020 saw the milestone 20th anniversary of the NZLS’s Property Law Section. Join us 
at the end of day one, with an additional social occasion to celebrate our professional 
membership organisation’s significant achievement.  Paid up Property Law Section 
members will receive an additional $100 discount off the cost of the conference. 

Get in early and book your accommodation now.  

See you there on the 10th and 11th of May! 

Duncan Terris

11.5 
CPD hours

CHAIR

Duncan Terris, Terris Legal, Christchurch

Duncan has practised in a wide variety of property work for more than 30 years. He has served on the NZLS 
Property Law Section Executive for more than 15 years and is the current Chair.

Duncan was involved in the development of e-dealing and continues as convener of the Land Titles Subcommittee 
which deals with the LINZ project for the replacement of the current Landonline system.

He is a regular presenter for NZLS CLE and has enjoyed presenting various courses and seminars for many years.

FROM THE CHAIR



PROGRAMME

DAY ONE

 8.30-9.00 REGISTRATION

 9.00-9.10 WELCOME AND OPENING  |  Chair: Duncan Terris

9.10-9.50 THE BIG ISSUES

  A "state of the market" across all property sectors, new trends impacting New Zealand 
property followed by the Big issues and how we might solve them.

Presenter   Paul Winstanley

9.50-10.30 HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS

 In recent years New Zealand has started to look at housing alternatives along the ownership – 
renting continuum. We would like to introduce you to some of the common (as well as the less 
common but more creative) housing alternatives which sit along that line.

Presenter   Amy Johns

 10.30-11.00 MORNING TEA

11.00-11.45 CO-LOCATION AGREEMENTS – THE WAY OF THE FUTURE?

 In a post-covid world there is likely to be a surplus of office space as employers find more and 
more employees are wanting to work from home. Co-location of businesses had become more 
common in the past few years and it is anticipated that the shift to shared office space will 
increase with the number of workers shifting to home offices. It is important to get the terms 
for the co-location arrangement right from the outset. In this session Michael will discuss 
the economic and practical considerations for tenants looking at co-location and advice for 
lawyers on the common terms and conditions to remember when drafting the co-location 
agreements.

Presenter   Michael O'Flaherty

11.45-12.30 MERGERS & ACQUISITIONS – COMMERCIAL LEASE ISSUES

 In this session, Michelle will talk us through key considerations in advising on commercial 
lease aspects of corporate mergers and acquisitions. She will include an analysis of various 
restrictions around assignment and change of control, ongoing liability of the various parties 
and considerations for landlords when asked to consent to the transaction.

Presenter   Michelle Hill

12.30-1.30 LUNCH

1.30-2.00 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 1 – A OR B

 A –  GST | Presenters Allan Bullot and Jared Otto

  Update on practical issues for GST and land, including the changes in the 10th edition of the 
ADLS form.
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 B – WHAT SHOULD MODERN SUCCESSION LAW LOOK LIKE? | Presenters John-Luke Day and 
Helen McQueen 

 The Law Commission is reviewing aspects of New Zealand's succession law with a particular 
focus on rights and claims under the Property (Relationships) Act 1976, Family Protection 
Act 1955, Law Reform (Testamentary Promises Act) 1949 and the intestacy provisions in the 
Administration Act 1969. This session will cover:

• The background to the review, particularly the Law Commission’s work on the Property 
(Relationships) Act 1976

• Some of the key issues which arise in the review

• Proposals for reform set out in the Commission's Issues Paper

• The process and time frames the review will follow.

 Contributions from practitioners will be critical to the Commission's review of succession law 
and this session will highlight the opportunities for this to occur.

2.00-2.50 TRUSTS ACT 2019

 The Trusts Act 2019 came into force on 30 January 2021. What impact does this have on 
existing trusts? This session will take you through some suggested amendments to existing 
trust deeds, the effect of failing to make any changes to trust deeds, and the obligations 
trustees will have to disclose information to beneficiaries now the Act is in force. It will also 
consider issues related to acting as a trustee or advising a trustee under the new legislation, 
including corporate trustees, incapacitated trustees, vesting trust assets, trustee indemnities, 
and exclusion clauses for trustee liability.

Presenter   Colette Mackenzie

2.50-3.20 AFTERNOON TEA

3.20-4.00 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 2 – A OR B

 A –  AML/CFT AUDITS – ISSUES ARISING | Presenter Troy Nicholson

  You should all be familiar with the AML/CFT independent audits and have been through this 
process at least once since the inception of the scheme.  In this session Troy will highlight and 
discuss the top issues from the regulatory findings arising out of the Department’s desk-based 
and onsite inspections of the legal sector.

 B – RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CONTRACTS – ISSUES & PITFALLS | Presenter Karen Dwyer

 More and more homeowners are entering into building contracts, especially first home owners 
taking advantage of the lower deposit requirements. But many don’t appreciate that the 
industry-standard contracts are written for, and protective of, the builder.

 This session is a practical look at what to watch out for when reviewing building contracts on 
behalf of homeowners, including key areas where a building project could go wrong, and what 
protections the homeowner can use against this.

4.00-5.00 PANEL DISCUSSION – WHAT TO DO WHEN IT GOES WRONG AND ADDING VAL-
UE TO YOUR ADVICE?

  Nightmare scenarios and proactive advice include what to do when contamination, 
archaeological, or negative covenants are discovered post contract; what results when  
there is a failure to disclose material information under the Unit Titles Act; can you force a  
cross-lease co-owner to sign cross-lease documents when there is no express covenant in the 
cross-lease requiring such; unilateral altering bank cheque tender settlement requirements on 
the afternoon of settlement with time being of the essence; dealing with redundant unit titles 
for such areas as advertising signage and laundries; notice under s 133AH Building Act not 
disclosed – is breach of warranty enough; rent reviews – six options and what of documenting 
procedure? Gain knowledge and practical hints on solutions available.

Presenters   John Greenwood 
 Tim Jones

  Sarah Wroe

 5.00-5.05 WRAP UP  |  Chair: Duncan Terris

 5.05-7.00 NETWORKING DRINKS AND CANAPÉS INCLUDING THE PROPERTY LAW HALL OF FAME
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DAY TWO

 9.30-9.35 WELCOME BACK  |  Chair: Duncan Terris

9.35-10.25 OVERSEAS INVESTMENT – NAVIGATING THE RULES AND LOOKING AHEAD

  What does New Zealand’s overseas investment landscape look like, what does it mean for you, 
and what is set to change?

 Whether you have submitted an OIO application or not – presenters will talk you through tips 
and tricks for submitting a good application, the ramped-up enforcement regime, and the next 
set of changes to the Overseas Investment Act.

Presenters   Charlotte Connell 
 Vanessa Horne

  Pedro Morgan

10.25-10.55 MORNING TEA

10.55-11.25 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 1 – A OR B

 A –  2020 RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES ACT AMENDMENTS | Presenter Scotney Williams

  The Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2020 fully came into force on 11 February 2021.  
It involves a number of significant changes to residential tenancy law affecting both landlords 
and tenants alike. Scotney will walk us through the changes, including:

• The contents of tenancy agreements

• Key money, letting fees, and bonds

• Consent for tenant's fixtures, and minor changes, including fibre

• Assignment and subletting

• Recovery of expenses (landlord)

• Termination of tenancies.

 B – PARADISE LOST – BODIES CORPORATE GONE WRONG | Presenter James Mahuta-Coyle 

 This session explores what happens when Body Corporate governance breaks down or is 
"captured" or bullied by unit owners who do not share the same interests as their surrounding 
community. It explores the litigation options for getting things back on track. The session 
will cover the various mechanisms in the Unit Titles Act 2010 for restoring order, achieving 
decisions when there is insufficient agreement among owners, and maintaining fairness. To 
say that the Courts have been "interventionist" in this area of law would be to exaggerate. 
However, as the cases to be discussed will show, the Courts have not hesitated from using 
their powers to further the Act's stated aim: the ownership and management of land and 
buildings by communities of individuals on a socially and economically sustainable basis.

11.25-12.25 HOW TO BUILD A PROFITABLE, SUSTAINABLE PROPERTY PRACTICE THAT  
ATTRACTS PREMIUM PRICING

  In this session Alistair will focus on what it takes to stand out in an increasingly competitive 
marketplace and attendees will leave the session having learned:

•  How to engage potential clients

•  How to build trust and credibility so you become the provider of choice

•  What is the profit model all successful businesses must master and the answers to three 
simple questions that can change your financial life.

Presenter  Alistair Marshall

 12.25-1.25 LUNCH
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1.25-2.10 SUCCESSFUL SUBDIVISIONS

  What are the ways in which early collaboration with key professionals can enable better 
outcomes for the subdivision and sell down process? What are the options and benefits of 
cleaning up the title? What should you consider when choosing types of titles and deciding 
on communal ownership options? What are the pros and cons of using land covenants as 
compared to encumbrances? What kinds of easements are available to use and what are the 
essential elements needed for their registration? We will also look at how to avoid common 
errors lawyers make in lodging subdivision edealings and how the advancements in the new 
Landonline platform are progressing.

Presenters Nicky Harrison 
Ross Hurly

2.10-2.30 INSURANCE ISSUES

  In this session Tim will update you with the latest insurance issues involving property – both 
residential and commercial.

Presenter  Tim Grafton

2.30-2.45 ICE CREAM & COMFORT STOP BREAK

2.45-3.30 KEYNOTE: MINISTER OF HOUSING – NOW AND INTO THE FUTURE

  In this final session of the conference the Minister will share her thoughts on the state of 
the housing market, residential rental market, commercial property investment, overseas 
investment, and where she sees the market heading.

Presenter  Hon Dr Megan Woods

3.30-3.40 CONFERENCE WRAP UP 

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

By attending this conference you will:

•  Gain a working knowledge of the issues that property lawyers often face.

•  Have the necessary skills to address issues and consider practical strategies for dealing with 
them. 

KEYNOTE AND INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS  

Alistair Marshall, Professional Services Business Development, Sydney

Alistair has helped leading law firms, accountancy practices, retail banks and household name 
corporates attract new clients and win more new business for more than 30 years. Unlike many 
other consultants who are very theoretical, he has a hands-on, practical approach, free of jargon 
and business school nonsense. Alistair specialty is implementing simple, achievable, and  
cost-effective business solutions for small practices through to large regional and national firms. 
His track record demonstrates consistent results in achieving double digit growth in both new client 
instructions and profits.

Hon Dr Megan Woods, Minister for Housing, Christchurch

Hon Megan Woods is a Christchurch local, and has been the Member of Parliament for Wigram 
since 2011. Following the 2017 election, she was sworn in as a Minister of the Crown with portfolio 
responsibilities including the Greater Christchurch Regeneration, Energy and Resources, and 
Research, Science and Innovation. 

In the 2020 Labour Government, Megan was appointed Minister of Housing, Minister of Energy 
and Resources, and Minister of Research, Science and Innovation, alongside Associate Minister of 
Finance. Prior to becoming a Member of Parliament, she worked as a Business Manager at Plant & 
Food Research. Megan holds a PhD in New Zealand history from the University of Canterbury.

In between a busy schedule, she enjoys watching cricket, rugby and spending her free time with 
friends and family.
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SPEAKERS  

Alan Bullot, Deloitte, Auckland

Allan leads the Deloitte Indirect Tax team 
and has focused on GST for over 25 years 
in both New Zealand and Canada,  
including assisting with the 10th Edition 
of the ADLS/REINZ form.

Charlotte Connell, Overseas Investment 
Office, Wellington

Charlotte is a manager with the Overseas 
Investment Office. She has more than 20 
years’ experience across the public sector 
including reviewing, designing,  
implementing, and advising on policy, 
legislation, strategy and operations.

John-Luke Day, Law Commission, 
Wellington

John-Luke is a senior adviser at the Law 
Commission. He is currently working on 
the Commission’s review of succession 
law.

Karen Dwyer, Dwyer Law, Christchurch

Karen is the founder of Dwyer Law  
(previously Overend Law). She’s been 
advising property development,  
infrastructure and construction  
businesses for over 20 years, buying 
property, financing, leasing, subdividing, 
selling – and, of course, constructing.

Tim Grafton, Insurance Council, 
Wellington

Tim has extensive experience in  
providing advice to public and private 
sector leaders. He has a strong  
understanding of government, having 
been an adviser to former Prime Ministers 
and Ministers of Finance, as well as 
leading private companies.

Michelle Hill, Dentons Kensington Swan, 
Auckland

Michelle is a commercial real estate 
partner with Dentons Kensington Swan. 
She has over 20 years’ experience with 
specialist expertise in commercial leasing. 
Michelle regularly speaks and writes on 
commercial leasing topics including  
lectures at The University of Auckland 
and regular column in “The Property 
Lawyer”. 

Vanessa Horne, Overseas Investment 
Office, Wellington

Vanessa worked in public and private 
legal practice before taking on leadership 
roles within the public service. She joined 
the OIO in August 2018.

John Greenwood, GreenwoodRoche, 
Wellington

John has been in practice for over 40 
years as a specialised commercial  
property and conveyancing practitioner. 
He was a partner at Chapman Tripp for 
25 years before establishing the firm of 
GreenwoodRoche in 2005.

Nicky Harrison, PwC Legal, Auckland

Nicky has over 20 years’ experience in 
complex land development agreements, 
land transactions, lease documentation, 
construction contracts, incorporated  
societies, shareholders agreements,  
finance and security arrangements,  
supply arrangements, JVs, partnerships 
and OIO applications.

Ross Hurly, LINZ, Hamilton

Ross is a highly experienced solicitor in 
the Property Rights Team at LINZ,  
specialising in complex registration 
matters. He is also involved in presenting 
subdivision workshops for lawyers and 
surveyors throughout the country.
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SPEAKERS  

Scotney Williams, Tenancy Practice 
Services, Auckland

Scotney has practised law in New  
Zealand since 1970. He founded The  
Tenancy Practice Service Ltd (a business  
consultancy) in 1994, providing advice to 
clients on all aspects of the Residential 
Tenancies Act 1986.

Troy Nicholson, Practice Lead, AML 
Group, DIA, Wellington

Troy spent 20 years in NZ Police with 
his last role as the Head of the NZ Police 
Financial Intelligence Unit holding the 
rank of Detective Inspector. His previous 
roles have included the AML Compliance 
Officer at BNZ and TAB New Zealand. 

Amy Johns, Dentons Kensington Swan, 
Auckland

Amy has a diverse commercial property 
practice and a particular interest in  
solutions on the housing spectrum. Over 
the years she has acted for major  
regeneration providers both in New 
Zealand and the United Kingdom as well 
as private developers facilitating the 
construction of social housing stock.

Tim Jones, Barrister, Auckland

Tim has been practising since 1975; first 
at Simpson Grierson and for 38 years as a 
member of and partner at Glaister Ennor 
in Auckland. Since 2018 he has  
practised as an advisory barrister  
assisting clients on land law, property 
and unit title problems. He was President 
of the Auckland Branch of NZLS and a 
member of the NZLS board until October 
2020.

Colette Mackenzie, Greg Kelly Law, 
Wellington

Colette has an extensive property law 
background, with particular expertise 
in trusts and relationship property, both 
in the context of asset planning and on 
separation. 

James Mahuta-Coyle, Barrister, 
Wellington

A Barrister of Lambton Chambers, most 
recently the focus of James’ practice has 
been litigating the disputes that arise 
within unit title developments whenever 
owners must resolve building problems 
collectively.

Helen McQueen, Law Commission, 
Wellington

Helen was a partner at Chapman Tripp 
before joining the Law Commission in 
2016. She led the review of the Property 
(Relationships) Act 1976 and is the Lead 
Commissioner on the review of  
succession law.

Pedro Morgan, Overseas Investment 
Office, Wellington

Pedro is a lawyer and has been with the 
Overseas Investment Office for more than 
15 years. In that time, he’s been involved 
in all parts of the OIO’s operations,  
including policy, enforcement, and  
application processing.

Michael O'Flaherty, Gibson Sheat, 
Wellington

Michael specialises in property law, with 
a particular focus on commercial leasing. 
He acts for Crown Agencies with  
significantly large leasing portfolio and is 
well versed in the latest trends and issues 
with commercial leasing throughout New 
Zealand.

Jared Otto, Inland Revenue, Auckland

Jared has worked solely in indirect taxes 
for over 22 years. He spent 15 years in 
practice at Big 4 accounting firms in New 
Zealand and the United Kingdom, and in 
industry as the Head of VAT for a large 
multinational. Jared joined Inland Rev-
enue six years ago as Principal Advisor 
– GST.

6



SPEAKERS  

Sarah Wroe, Barrister, Auckland

Sarah’s practice includes property and 
construction disputes, insurance and  
general commercial litigation. She was 
called as a barrister in England in 1998 
and in New Zealand in 2011.

VENUES

WELLINGTON
10 & 11 MAY 2021 

Te Papa
55 Cable Street
Te Aro
04 381 7000

LIVE WEB STREAM 
10 & 11 MAY 2021

At Your Computer

Please note: Live Web Stream registrations close 
3pm Friday 7 May

FEE

The registration fee includes morning and afternoon teas, lunch, and a book. 

BOOK

Books are available in Hard Copy, PDF or Both. Please indicate your choice over page. 

• Hard Copy

Your book will be given to you when you register on the day.

• PDF

You will be emailed a PDF copy of the book 3 working days before the event.

• Both Hard Copy & PDF

You will be emailed a PDF copy of the book 3 working days before the event, and can collect the hard copy 
book when you register on the day.

Paul Winstanley, JLL, Auckland

Paul is JLL NZ’s Head of Research 
and Consultancy and Head of Build to 
Rent in Australasia. Although a highly 
regarded residential specialist, he is also 
a recognised commentator nationally on 
office, industrial and retail sectors.
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PROPERTY LAW CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City: Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

BREAKOUT SESSION CHOICES

Please indicate by ticking boxes below 
which sessions you wish to attend. 
Choose one session only per time slot.

Breakout Session 1

Monday 10: 12:30 - 1:30

 A: GST

 B: What should modern succession  

law look like?   

Breakout Session 2

Monday 10: 3:20 - 4:00

 A: AML/CFT Audits – issues arising 

 B: Residential Building Contracts – 

issues & pitfalls  

Breakout Session 3

Tuesday 11: 10:55 - 11:25

 A: 2020 Residential Tenancies Act 

Amendments 

 B: Paradise Lost – bodies corporate 

gone wrong

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

POST TO: 
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

FAX TO:  
04 463 2986

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

REGISTER ME FOR

 WELLINGTON
10 & 11 MAY

 LIVE WEB STREAM 
10 & 11 MAY

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm Friday 
7 May

The most popular breakout 
sessions will be web streamed.

PAYMENT

  PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name ‘NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-004-9995-00 
(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Security 
code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

 Cardholders 
 Signature:

Mastercard

Amex 

FEE (Incl GST) - Includes book and all catering

Early Bird By 20 April or AFTER 20 April

NZLS/Associate member   $1,260   $1,310

Property Law Section (PLS)   $1,160   $1,210

 Non-member   $1,360   $1,410

Live Web Stream   $1,240   $1,290

PLS member Live Web Stream   $1,140   $1,190

BOOK

Books are available in Hard Copy AND/OR PDF. Please indicate your choice.

Hard Copy    OR $ no extra charge

PDF    OR $ no extra charge

Both Hard Copy and PDF + $30

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY
You may cancel your registration eight working days in advance of an event, and you will receive a refund less a 25% administration fee. If you cancel less than eight working days in advance of 
the event, no refund is payable. If you are unable to attend, you may transfer your registration to another person. If you wish to do so you must advise CLE in writing of the change. NZLS CLE Ltd 
reserves the right to close registrations, and, cancel or reschedule an event as necessary. Where an event is cancelled by CLE, a full refund is payable.

PRIVACY ACT 2020
The information requested on this registration form is for NZLS CLE Ltd and the sponsors only.    

 
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my  
contact details.
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